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Course Grading Scale for AP World History: Modern (Total Points Earned): 

Unit Tests (1-2 per quarter) 100 points per test 

Writing 50 Points 

Homework/Classwork (weekly) 5-10 points

Quizzes 25-50 Points

Projects 50-100 points

Curriculum Map 
Overview: AP World History: Modern is an introductory college-level modern world history 
course. Students cultivate their understanding of world history from c. 1200 CE to the present 
through analyzing historical sources and learning to make connections and craft historical 
arguments as they explore concepts like humans and the environment, cultural developments 
and interactions, governance, economic systems, social interactions and organization, and 
technology and innovation. 

Time/Credit for the Course: Full Academic Year; 1 Credit; 1 period per day 

Goals:  

Marking Period 1 - Overview based on 45 days: 

• Unit 1: The Global Tapestry (c. 1200 to c. 1450) (22 days)
o 1.1 Developments in East Asia from c. 1200 to c. 1450
o 1.2 Developments in Dar al-Islam from c. 1200 to c. 1450
o 1.3 Developments in South and Southeast Asia from c. 1200 to c. 1450
o 1.4 State Building in the Americas
o 1.5 State Building in Africa
o 1.6 Developments in Europe from c. 1200 to c. 1450
o 1.7 Comparison in the Period from c. 1200 to c. 1450

• Unit 2: Networks of Exchange (c. 1200 to c. 1450) (23 days)
o 2.1 The Silk Roads
o 2.2 The Mongol Empire and the Making of the Modern World
o 2.3 Exchange in the Indian Ocean
o 2.4 Trans-Saharan Trade Routes



o 2.5 Cultural Consequences of Connectivity 
o 2.6 Environmental Consequences of Connectivity 
o 2.7 Comparison of Economic Exchange 

 
Marking Period 2 - Overview based on 45 days: 
 

• Unit 3: Land Based Empires (c. 1450 to c. 1750) (5 days) 
o 3.1 Empires Expand 
o 3.2 Empires: Administration 
o 3.3 Empires: Belief Systems 
o 3.4 Comparison in Land-Based Empires 

 
• Unit 4: Trans Oceanic Interconnections (c. 1450 to c. 1750) (20 days) 

o 4.1 Technological Innovations from c. 1450 to c. 1750 
o 4.2 Exploration: Causes and Events from c. 1450 to c. 1750 
o 4.3 Columbian Exchange 
o 4.4 Maritime Empires Established 
o 4.5 Maritime Empires Maintained and Developed 
o 4.6 Internal and External Challenges to Power from c. 1450 to c. 1750 
o 4.7 Changing Social Hierarchies from c. 1450 to c. 1750 
o 4.8 Continuity and Change from c. 1450 to c. 1750 

 
• Unit 5: Revolutions (c. 1750 to c. 1900) (20 days) 

o 5.1 The Enlightenment 
o 5.2 Nationalism and Revolutions in the Period from 1750 to 1900 
o 5.3 Industrial Revolution Begins 
o 5.4 Industrialization Spreads in the Period from 1750 to 1900 
o 5.5 Technology in the Industrial Age 
o 5.6 Industrialization: Government’s Role from 1750 to 1900 
o 5.7 Economic Developments and Innovation in the Industrial Age 
o 5.8 Reactions to the Industrial Economy from 1750 to 1900 
o 5.9 Society and the Industrial Age 
o 5.10 Continuity and Change in the Industrial Age 

 
Marking Period 3 - Overview based on 45 days: 
 

• Unit 6: Consequences of Industrialization (c. 1750 to c. 1900) (15 days) 
o 6.1 Rationales for Imperialism from 1750 to 1900 
o 6.2 State Expansion from 1750 to 1900 
o 6.3 Indigenous Responses to State Expansion from 1750 to 1900 
o 6.4 Global Economic Development from 1750 to 1900 
o 6.5 Economic Imperialism from 1750 to 1900 
o 6.6 Causes of Migration in an Interconnected World 
o 6.7 Effects of Migration 



o 6.8 Causation in the Imperial Age 
 

• Unit 7: Global Conflict (c. 1900 to the present) (13 days) 
o 7.1 Shifting Powers After 1900 
o 7.2 Causes of World War I 
o 7.3 Conducting World War I 
o 7.4 The Economy in the Interwar Period 
o 7.5 Unresolved Tensions After World War I 
o 7.6 Causes of World War II 
o 7.7 Conducting World War II 
o 7.8 Mass Atrocities After 1900 
o 7.9 Causation in Global Conflict 

 
• Unit 8: Cold War and Decolonization (c. 1900 to the present) (17 days) 

o 8.1 Setting the Stage for the Cold War and Decolonization 
o 8.2 The Cold War 
o 8.3 Effects of the Cold War 
o 8.4 Spread of Communism After 1900 
o 8.5 Decolonization After 1900 
o 8.6 Newly Independent States 
o 8.7 Global Resistance to Established Order After 1900 
o 8.8 End of the Cold War 
o 8.9 Causation in the Age of the Cold War and Decolonization 

 
 
Marking Period 4 - Overview based on 45 days: 
 

• Unit 9: Globalization (c. 1900 to the present) (15 days) 
o 9.1 Advances in Technology and Exchange After 1900 
o 9.2 Technological Advances and Limitations After 1900: Disease 
o 9.3 Technological Advances: Debates About the Environment After 1900 
o 9.4 Economics in the Global Age 
o 9.5 Calls for Reform and Responses After 1900 
o 9.6 Globalized Culture After 1900 
o 9.7 Resistance to Globalization After 1900 
o 9.8 Institutions Developing in a Globalized World 
o 9.9 Continuity and Change in a Globalized World 

 
• Unit 10: Post AP World History Exam Project and Presentations (30 days) 

 
 
Textbook and Supplemental Resources: 

• Strayer, Robert W., and Eric Nelson. Ways of the World: A Brief Global History with 
Sources. Bedford, Freeman & Worth High School Publishers, 2020. 



Curriculum Plan 

Units 1-9: AP World History: Modern: Course and Exam Description (Attached) 
• https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-world-history-modern-course-

and-exam-description.pdf  
 
 
Please note that the scheduling of unit days for Units 10 may be adjusted based on the date 
of the AP World History: Modern exam. This provides the opportunity to adequately cover all 
necessary topics and ensure sufficient time for review and exam preparation. 
 

Unit 10: After the AP Exam Research Project and Presentation   Time/Days: 30 days 

Standards:  
History and Social Studies Standards (by number): 

• 8.1.W.A - Evaluate patterns of continuity and change over time, applying context of 
events. 

• 8.1.W.B - Evaluate the interpretation of historical events and sources, considering 
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives, and cause and effect 
relationships. 

• 8.1.W.C - Construct research on a historical topic using a thesis statement and 
demonstrate use of appropriate primary and secondary sources. (Reference RWSL 
Standard 1.8.8 Research) 

• 8.4.W.A - Evaluate the role groups and individuals played in the social, political, 
cultural, and economic development throughout world history. 

• 8.4.W.B - Evaluate the importance of historical documents, artifacts, and sites which 
are critical to world history. 

• 8.4.W.C- Evaluate how continuity and change have impacted the world today. 
o Belief systems and religions 
o Commerce and industry 
o Technology 
o Politics and government 
o Physical and human geography 
o Social organization 

• 8.4.W.D - Evaluate how conflict and cooperation among groups and organizations 
have impacted the development of the world today, including its effects on 
Pennsylvania. Overview: World History final research project and presentation 

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-world-history-modern-course-and-exam-description.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/ap-world-history-modern-course-and-exam-description.pdf


 
Objectives:   

• Connect, design, critique, analyze, create, prove, and apply concepts in World History to 
a research projects and presentation. (DOK – Level 4) 

Core Activities and Corresponding Instructional Methods:  

• Students will select one or more topics or concepts from any of the four AP World 
History: Modern course time periods and conduct research on their selected historical 
concept. All topics must be pre-approved by instructor. 

o Instructional Methods: 
 Internet Research (cooperative groups or individual) 
 Power Point, Google Docs, Video, and other various types of 

presentations 

Assessments:  

• Diagnostic: 
o Students’ participation and answers during class discussion after the 

presentation of projects and the completion of activities. 
o Students’ written reaction to various topics covered in peer presentations. 

 
• Formative:   

o Students’ timely and accurate completion of worksheet assignments connected 
to projects and activities. 

o Students’ accurate completion of classroom activities. 
 

• Summative:  
o Students’ group or individual presentations. They will be graded on a scaled 

rubric. 
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